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And so we split up and began our search. Dad and I 
headed to the end of the hill. Then we parked the four-
wheeler and headed for some buck brush about 50 
yards out, where Jesse said there was a spike. And so as 
carefully as possible, we snuck up on them and SNAP! 
Right under my foot, I had stepped on a twig and sent 
them off.

So we went up the hill and back to the four-wheeler. 
WHOOM! Dad sent his arm flying back, stopping me 
dead in my tracks.

 “Scope in right there through the tree.”
 “Where?”
Dad took the barrel and pointed it at a buck that was 

150 yards out, but I couldn’t count the points on him. So 
we closed the distance to 125 yards away, and just at the 
right moment, I got a profile glimpse to see it was a forked 
horn. And BAM! I dropped him. Quickly, I reloaded my 
rifle, and then I saw it. Two sagebrush leaves were caught 
in the action. I couldn’t believe it. The rifle had gunk in 
the action, and yet it still shot straight and true with no 
problem. And sure enough, the Weatherby had taken a 
big forked horn down in one shot. 

So now let’s talk about the pros and cons of the 
Weatherby Youth Vanguard .243 Pro. It is an extremely 
reliable rifle. Con, it packs a wallop to someone that 
weighs 87 pounds; pro, you have the ability to put on 
multiple attachments; for instance, the Warne picatinny 
rail and scope, along with my sling.  Pro, it’s very light 
for those who hunt in steep areas. This made it really 
nice for hiking steep hills.  Pro, it is really accurate with 
sub-MOA groups of .75 inches (see last three shots of 
sighting target). In my eyes, the pros greatly outnumber 
the cons, so I think it is a recommendable rifle to junior 
hunters like me, and I like it.

Specs:
Caliber:  .243 Win.
Barreled action: RH 20”
Approx. weight: 6 ½ pounds. (with scope 8 pounds)
Overall length: 39”
Magazine capacity: 5 plus 1
Barrel length/contour: 20” #1
Rifling: 1-10”
Length of pull: 12 ½”-13 5/8”
Drop at comb: ¾”
Drop at heel: 1 1/8”
Monte Carlo: 3/8”



Learn more at  
SigSauer.com/p290Find us:

New SIG p290rS microcompact with restrike 
capability. Get 9mm performance in a palm-sized, 
easy-to-carry polymer package. Backed up  
by the most reliable name in firearms.

Backup plan.

SIG_SAUER_FP_Junior_Shooters_SpringV14.indd   1 3/5/13   4:18 PM
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Point Shooting

There are several ways to shoot. Two of them are 
point shooting and sight shooting. When learning to fire 
a gun for the first time, one is more likely to learn on a 
.22 caliber rifle over a 1911 handgun. If this is the case, 
then there is a high chance that they have learned how 
to shoot using iron sights or possibly a scope. My father 
taught me to shoot on a Ruger 10/22 rifle with iron 
sights first. Later on, I moved to a Glock 19 handgun,  
and I found that there is a myriad of differences in guns

Once I had gotten comfortable with using a rifle 
and understood how it works, I moved on to pistols. 
I used my sights all the time when first starting out. 
It didn’t matter how close or far away I was from my 
target. Before participating in International Defensive 
Pistol Association (IDPA) matches, I had to take an 
introduction class at the Okeechobee Shooting Range 
here in Florida with my dad. I needed to learn the rules 
and how IDPA works. This is where an instructor sits 
with a handful of people who are curious about the 
world of IDPA. He teaches them about what exactly it 
is and the rules and safety precautions it involves. 

First we learned the four basic rules of shooting:                                     
1.  Always treat a firearm as if it is loaded.
2. Keep your finger away from the trigger until ready 

to fire.                                                                                                                                    
3. Do not point your firearm at anything you are not 

prepared to destroy.                                                                      
4. Always be sure of your target and what is behind it.     

By: Brittany Cribbs (14)

 Our instructor, Jeff, also taught us the range 
commands, equipment rules, scoring, penalties 
of conduct and performance, course of fire rules, 
classification, and many more. He teaches everyone 
about what exactly to expect in the world of IDPA.

On my first match I used nothing but my sights. My 
scores didn’t end up the way I expected, not even close.   
The target was less than 10 yards in front of me. I was 
using nothing but my sights. It was taking up quite a 
bit of time to draw, line up, and fire repeatedly. When 
competing in a sport like this, every second counts, and 
to minimize that overall time is considered a big deal. 
It takes time to line up your sights with the target each 
and every shot. 

After seeing the results of my first match, I signed up 
for an IDPA skills class with Florida Firearms Training. 
This class took me through possible situations that I 
would have in a match and taught me specific skills to 
improve my overall performance.  

I am a young female shooter, so as one might guess, I 
sort of stand out among all others, but that doesn’t slow 
me down one bit. The instructors at the range are more 
than kind to me and help me in all the ways they can 
to the best of their ability. One of the instructors, TJ, 
was watching me as I shot, and he gave me some tips 
here and there which helped in the long run. But I still 
needed something else. After a little bit of shooting with 
TJ, another instructor, Will, came over to see how I was 

VS
Sights
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Point Shooting

doing, and he noticed a problem. So he introduced me 
to point shooting.  Point shooting is used when you are 
within a certain distance from the target and you align 
the back of your gun with the center of the target. Just 
point and shoot.

When you are point shooting, there are no troubles or 
complications with the front sights when shooting with 
both eyes open or lining up your gun just right. That 
takes time and concentration. There are a lot of things 
on your mind during a stage. Multiple things are on 
your mind already like having to think about the rules, 
transitions, situation, lining up, squeezing the trigger, 
where to go and what to do next, time, accuracy, 
pressure, relaxing, count steps, shoot between breaths, 
and most importantly, safety.  

Point shooting is a great technique, but it’s not 
supposed to be used all the time. It’s better to use your 
sights on targets that are farther away. Point shooting 
isn’t 100 percent  accurate so your chance of hitting 
a target that’s, say, 10 or more yards away while 
practically guessing is basically the same chance of 
hitting the target with your eyes closed. It is sort of like 
using iron sights or a scope on a rifle. If the target is 
within your eyesight, you might use your iron sights. 

But if it’s all the way out to 400 yards, then they are 
going to want to use your scope. Same goes for point 
shooting. If it is close enough, use point shooting, but if 
you are sure that it is too far away, then you are better 
off using your sights.

Before I knew it, I was at my second match, and there 
were a lot more people than the last time. It started out 
the same as before. Divide the shooters into groups and 
continue on to our stages. The safety officer went over 
the course of fire. My turn came, and everybody held 
their conversations and turned their heads down-range. 
Who wouldn’t want to see a little girl participating in 
the same sport as a full-grown, buffed-up man? Using 
the techniques I had learned at the skills course helped 
me tremendously. I was more than pleased with the 
results on that stage. When I finished and holstered my 
gun, I couldn’t help but smile as I walked back to my 
seat. It actually worked. A technique isn’t something 

somebody came up with. Someone figured out how to 
improve and taught it to others who were having the 
same difficulty. It is meant to be used for a reason, and 
it does help.

When narrowing it all down, point shooting is simply 
just pointing and shooting. It’s used when your target 
is close enough that you don’t need to line all points up 
exact. Shooting with your sights is more for shooting 
from a distance or when extreme accuracy is needed. 
There are two different ways to shoot a handgun, and 
both are effective. They are especially effective when 
used together as a system. Up close -- point shoot, far 
away or really small target -- use the sights. 

With practice, point shooting is an extremely effective 
way to obtain very fast and accurate hits. The trick is to 
know how to align the gun in your hand and use your 
natural point of aim to do the rest. I encourage everyone 
to give it a try.
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The SA-20 Mossberg shotgun is great for almost 
any occasion. It’s a whole new experience using a 20 
gauge in competition. It’s very light, which is a huge 
advantage, especially in the MGM Ironman. I must say 
the recoil is the same, if not bigger than your average 
12 gauge but still manageable. The loading is a little 
iffy, though, because of the small capacity.

Just think of how sore or tired you get from repeatedly 
lifting your shotgun. I never noticed the weight at all! 
Being small, I can’t emphasize the weight enough! I 
was watching as others were struggling holding up 
their shotgun when I was just cruising along. It is a 
very accurate 20 gauge, and, remember, that’s from 
shooting steel slug plates at 50 yards. The one problem 
I have with it is the capacity. It only holds five shells 
plus one in the chamber whereas your regular semi-
automatic 12 gauge holds eight-plus. The shells are 
also tougher to load because of a tighter spring. You 
definitely become a pro at loading! 

If I could improve this Mossberg in any way, I would 
improve the loading situation. But I must say, it’s 
easier to hold more 20-gauge shells in your hand than 
12-gauge shells, which in some ways actually speeds 
you up (depending on your loading style). Overall, I 
would recommend this shotgun to anyone! There were 
some pros at the Ironman who were actually going to 
look into getting 20 gauges for competition due to the 
weight and size of shell.

Editor’s Note: At the end of 2012, we acquired a 
three-shot magazine extension (eight total). This adds 
3 three rounds of 2-3/4-inch shells to the Mossberg 
SA-20. This is available from Choate Machine & Tool, 
Inc. www.riflestock.com. It comes with a new spring 
and follower. You will need to remove the crimp at the 
end of the magazine tube by using a file or grinder 
before installing the extension. The spring extension 
is extremely tight, and it is difficult to load all eight 
shells in the tube. We recommend cutting off part of the 
round portion of the new follower and smoothing it as 
well. You also may need to cut two to four coils off the 
end of the spring. Cutting off spring coils should be 
accomplished one at a time and the ends filed smooth 
,and then test the tension until you reach the desired 
amount. Poppy will be using this during the 2013 
season.
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By: Poppy Vorse (14)

A Great Shotgun
for Ladies &    

Smaller Youth

Poppy loading from 
TACCOM’s quad shell holder 
at the MGM Ironman 2012.
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Mossberg’s SA-20 with the Choate three-round 
magazine extension installed.
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Shooting targets before going on the teeter-totter at the 
MGM Ironman 2012. Notice the various methods of 
storing shotgun shells: five-round forearm holder on 
the shotgun from 3 Gun Gear, shotgun belt from 3 Gun 
Gear, TACCOM  quad shell holder on right in front of 
pistol, and  a four-round and six-round shell holder 

from California Competition supplied by Brownells.

Loading after pulling the two rounds, 
one behind the other, from the 

TACCOM quad shell holder.
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 COLT’s CR PRO

By: Cody Leeper (18)
This year I had the great fortune to get to shoot one of, 

if not the, greatest AR-15s that I have shot in my relatively 
short 3-Gun career. I, of course, am talking about the Colt 
Competition CR Pro. It was this rifle that took me to a second 
3 Gun Nation junior title and a couple top five finishes at 
matches, including a fourth place finish at a pro series match. 
It is a solid rifle that will fit the needs of a first-time shooter 
or professional alike. What is so nice about this rifle?

I got this rifle after becoming one of Colt’s sponsored 
shooters in 2012. When I first picked up this rifle, I 
immediately noticed the nice balance it has. The balance is 
just slightly more toward the end of the barrel than toward 
the buttstock, which is one of my personal preferences for 
fast transition stages for which you have to be quick on the 
trigger. I loved the 15-inch handguard that allows you to get 
that long support hand grip, which also makes it less likely 

COmPeTiTiOn RifLe
for you to set your barrel directly on a barricade, which can 
tend to happen with shorter handguards. It had a great start, 
but I wanted to get down to the specifics.

It came with a little care kit complete with owner’s manual, 
gun lock, gas block instructions, cleaning rod, chamber 
brush, patches, a bore brush, CLP, and a factory three-shot 
group, .748 inches at 100 yards for mine. Then moving to the 
rifle itself, I found the matched, forged aluminum receivers 
it utilizes as the base for the rifle. The buttstock is a Magpul 
CTR which is a six-position, adjustable stock that has a 
friction lock that can be locked once you have set your length 
to eliminate any play in the stock which is nice for longer, 
more precise shots. The pistol grip is also made by Magpul, 
as well as the enhanced trigger guard. It features a 15-inch, 
free-float custom handguard that has a full-length rail on top 
and places on the side and bottom to attach accessory rails 
to add sling mounts or a bipod. Underneath is the 18-inch, 
custom fluted stainless-steel barrel that has six grooves to 
1-inch with a one in 8-inch twist button-rifling.  The most 
unique and revolutionary item on this gun, however, is the 
fully adjustable “Tool-Less” gas block from Bold Ideas. 
An adjustable gas block is a great asset to the competitive 
shooter because it allows you to bleed off enough gas that 
the rifle will reliably cycle but not slam back quite as hard, 
resulting in less jump of the rifle with each shot. 

Since I was going to be using it for 3-Gun, I decided to 
put a Swarovski Z6i in a Warne R.A.M.P. mount and a set 
of Dueck Defense RTS sights on it. Then after giving it the 
new gun cleaning, I headed to the range. I took three types 
of ammo with me: 55-grain PMC bronze, 75-grain Hornady 
steel match, and my own 69-grain Sierra Matchking reloads. 
I set up on sand bags and shot groups with each type of ammo 
at 100 yards, and I shot five, three-shot groups for each 
round. Each shot well with the PMC ammo getting a .790-
inch average group, the Hornady getting .717-inch average 
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 COLT’s CR PRO
Left: Complete Colt CR Pro rifle out of the box with bolt & 
bolt carrier, 30-round magazine and cleaning kit.
Top: 15” forearm provides an extended hold as shown in 
bottom photo on previous page.
Right: An excellent muzzle break reduces muzzle recoil.
Below: Left side of lower receiver showing the Colt emblem.
Middle Right: The CR Pro comes with a cleaning kit, 
safety flag (which Junior Shooters magazine recommends 
everyone has) and a fired target.
Bottom right: Magpul Industries designed a new stock for 
Colt.

group, and the Sierra Matchking reloads edging out the 
Hornady with .709-inch average group. Very satisfied 
with the groups produced, I then went on to adjust the gas 
block for the ammo I was going to be using for matches. 

To adjust the gas block, you pull out on the adjustment 
knob to get the locking hex-shaped bottom free allowing 
it to turn. The gas block comes in the full open position, 
so the first thing you do to tailor it to your ammo is to turn 
the adjustment knob clockwise until it stops, then open it 
counterclockwise one full turn. You then take a magazine 
with one round of the ammo you are adjusting it to and 
fire the rifle. If it does not cycle and lock back on the now 
empty magazine, then you open the gas block one full turn 
and repeat until it cycles and locks back. When it does, 
you then close the gas block one-sixth of a turn and do the 
same procedure as before. You continue to close the gas 
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Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
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block one-sixth of a turn after each shot until it finally does 
not. At this point you open it back up one-sixth of a turn. 
At this point you test its functionality by firing about ten 
rounds downrange to test for reliable function. If it fails to 
lock back on the last round or function at any point, open the 
gas block another sixth of a turn and fire another ten rounds. 
If it works, let the rifle cool, and then open another two-
sixths of a turn to allow for thermal expansion.  While going 
through this process, make sure that the rifle is completely 
unloaded with no magazine or anything else around or in the 
rifle before making adjustments to the gas block.

The Colt CR Pro was a very reliable gun for me with bad 
primers being the only problem it ever gave me. The trigger 
with its smooth, single-stage action and short reset was great 
for those stages that were loaded with rifle paper, keeping 
your trigger pulls easy to keep consistent and smooth. The 
Surefire break coupled with the adjustable gas block kept 
the rifle super flat while shooting which helped with super 
quick follow-up shots on long-range steel because only on 
a rare occasion did the reticle stray far from the target due 
to recoil. This also helped on the close, quick, paper-target 
shooting by keeping the rifle on target for both shots.  At only 
7 pounds without a magazine or scope and the adjustable 
stock, this rifle is great for all shooters, the tall and the small; 
because it can be fitted to the shooter and those 7 pounds 
are easily managed by almost everyone. After spending a 
year shooting this rifle, I would confidently recommend it 
to someone looking for a rifle that they don’t need to put 
much work into to be “race ready,” to the serious competitor 
looking for a great rifle, or even the average-Joe competitor 
that is looking for a very reasonably priced rifle that will 
perform well. 

So in the end, did I like this rifle? Yes, I really did. It is a 
rifle that will be a force to be reckoned with for many years 
to come, and I know that I will always keep one in the safe.

Cody shooting the Colt CR Pro at the MGM Ironman 2012. 
The scope is a Swarovski Z6i 1-6X24 with a CD reticle and 
a lighted circle and dot. This is an excellent match of a 
fantastic scope with an outstanding 3-Gun rifle.
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R.A.M.P Mount
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Alaska

December 15, 2012 
Grouse Ridge Shooting Grounds 
Wasilla, Alaska 
Weather: Light snow, no wind 
Temperature: 20 degrees
Occasion: Alaska SCTP Varsity Division Fall Trap and   
Skeet Championship 

At 8:30 a.m. I left our house en route for the very first 
official high school clay target championship in Alaska. It 
was pitch black. The sun would not begin to rise for another 
hour at least. This day, we were witnessing history in Alaska. 
This day, high school students in the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough School District would letter in trap and skeet. 

As my husband, Neil Moss, State Advisor for Alaska 
SCTP, and I pulled into Grouse Ridge Shooting Grounds, 
there were already four vehicles with teens in them, cars and 
trucks running to keep the heaters going. They were an hour 
early, anxious and excited, full of enthusiasm and smiling. 
While more shooters and families are arriving, Neil and 
other shooters are digging firewood out of the snow, lighting 
the firepits, putting up banners advertising their high school 
team and mascots. Within moments, the clubhouse is full 
of excited teens, in their matching shooting vests in their 
school colors, guns out of cases and warming up on the 
gun rack (Guns don’t function as well below 30 degrees). 
Handwarmers come out, coaches gather their athletes for 
last-minute pep talks and advice, parents collect shooting 
fees and assist with sign-in. The trophies are set out for all to 
admire – the stage is set – and 10:00 flight time arrives, the 
sun beginning to light up the fields, and the first team lines 
up for the first 25 of that day’s 50 trap targets, to be followed 
by 50 skeet targets. A light snow is falling steadily, like on 
a Hollywood movie set, and against the background of tall 
trees heavy with snow, the temperature a relatively-mild 20 
degrees, the championship begins! 

As an official keeping score on one of the trap fields, I 
am only vaguely aware of the presence of guests. Beyond 
families and friends, school board members have arrived, 
two newly-elected state legislators, and the Mat-Su School 

District superintendent herself! One of the high school 
athletic directors is here as well. This is the first time in our 
ten-week fall season of trap and skeet, of weekly practices 
and five matches between schools, that we have had observers 
from the school district. Two of these matches were held 
with a wind chill of 25 or more below zero! However, my 
focus is on this moment and the athletes shooting trap: “Hit” 
- “Loss ” - “Hit” - “Rotate.”   

As the first round of trap is completed and all teams have 
moved on in their rotations, I head to the clubhouse to begin 
recording scores as they come in. I am hailed by the Colony 
High School athletic director, who congratulates us on the 
program, very excited about the event and the sport and how 
it has all come together. “We’ll be promoting this more in 
the spring – come and see me.” And off he goes with a wave 
to another sporting event. As I approach the clubhouse, a 
very attractive woman steps up to me, shakes my hand, and 
introduces herself. She is Dr. Deena Paramo, the district 
superintendent, and she is very excited about our program. 
She has never been to an event like this and is effusive in 
her compliments, encouraged by all the smiling faces of 
the athletes, the turnout of family and friends, the obvious 
organization and smoothly-run competition, the way the 
athletes handle themselves and their firearms. With promises 
to help grow this program for the upcoming spring season of 
sporting clays, she must leave for another event. I am nearly 
speechless – and beyond pleased! My husband’s dream for 
the past nine years of making clay target shooting an official 
high school activity that kids can letter in is being fulfilled 
this day. 

Four high schools out of the five in our district (one is 
quite remote, more than 60 miles away) are competing this 
day. Twenty-three shooters will go home with high school 
letters, ten will go home with medals or trophies, and one 
high school will take the 24-inch trophy that will be proudly 
displayed at the school. As they all complete their 100-birds 
and an exciting, nail-biting shoot-off is held for 3rd Place in 
Trap and one for 2nd and 3rd Place in Skeet and winners are 
determined, they sit down at tables decorated for Christmas, 
with gold- and bronze-painted clay targets, golden glittery 
birds and poinsettias, and a luncheon of lasagna and salad. 
Then the presentation of special guests: Michael Dunleavy, 

By: Lorinda Moss, Alaska SCTP

Scholastic Clay Target Program



former president of the school board, and the person who 
started the ball rolling on this project back in April of this year 
[2012], now senator-elect for the state legislature; and Lynn 
Gattis, retiring school board member and representative-
elect for the state legislature. They are here to present the 
awards and trophies and to congratulate all the athletes.

 By 2:45 p.m. with the sun beginning to set and all the 
tables in the dining hall have been converted to their usual 
green tablecloths with red runners, the last of the athletes 
are leaving the shooting club, happy and laughing with all 
the other shooters regardless of whose team they are on or 
which high school they hail from or whether or not they 
earned a trophy. They talk about how excited they are about 
the upcoming sporting clays season in February, and parents 
are whispering about Christmas presents of over/unders and 
semi-autos. Those coaches left in the building are already 
reminiscing about this athlete or that one, their scores, the 
surprise endings, the struggles, and the victories. 

This is what SCTP is all about. It’s not who won or who 
lost or which school took home the 24-inch trophy. It’s 
about respect, camaraderie, teamwork, loyalty, friendship, 
families, citizenship, self-discipline, sportsmanship, 
integrity, fellowship, and leadership. It’s about developing 
responsible ladies and gentlemen, and just plain having 
fun, shooting some clay targets on a snowy, Christmas-card 
perfect day! 

Lorinda Moss, Alaska SCTP 
www.aksctp.org 

www.grouseridge.com
Neil Moss, State Advisor and President 

Alaska SCTP
2321 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy., Wasilla, AK 99654 

907-373-0961 fax 907-373-0962 
www.aksctp.org 
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Scholastic Pistol Program’s 
Winter Regionals 

By: Joe Wieczorek
Shelby Township, MI – The Texas A&M Aggie Corps of 

Cadets AMU Centerfire squad won the 1st  Annual Scholastic 
Pistol Program (SPP) Winter Regionals which was hosted by 
the Texas A&M University Corps of Cadets Marksmanship 
Unit, and sponsored by GLOCK. The Aggie’s took High 
Overall by besting new Southeastern Conference rival, the 
University of Florida Gators, as well as nine other squads in 
both Centerfire and Rimfire Divisions. 

The event was held at the Gunsmoke Range in Snook, 
Texas, and was supported by Match Director Kevin 
Jimmerson, Tom Yost, Smith & Wesson SPP liaison, SPP 
Program Manager Tammy Mowry, and members of the 
Aggie Corps of Cadets. Joining fellow founding partners 
GLOCK and S&W, Action Target supplied the targets for 
the match.

The match also served as the first match for the newly 

announced Rimfire Division. This new division, which is 
called Rimfire Junior Varsity, will be offered in all three 
divisions of SPP: Junior, Senior and Collegiate. It proved 
to be a popular division with squads from the South Texas 
Shooters, Dripping Springs HS, Heritage Steel Shooters, 
University of Florida, Texas A&M Corps of Cadets, and 
Texas A&M Pistol Team competing. 

“GLOCK has a long history of supporting youth 
competition in the shooting sports as well as the various 
military pistol teams that compete,” said Ed Fitzgerald, 
Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation (SSSF) Board of 
Trustee member and GLOCK SPP liaison.  “Sponsoring the 
SPP Winter Regionals hosted by the Texas A&M University 
Corps of Cadets Marksmanship Unit was a wonderful 
opportunity for GLOCK to bolster our industry’s position 
that responsible gun ownership and competitive shooting 
sports complement one another.”

“The cadets are still talking about the SPP Winter 
Regionals,” said BG(R) Joe E. Ramirez, Jr. Commandant 
of Cadets Texas A&M University. “I look forward to next 
year’s event and seeing all the teams showing off their 
shooting prowess again!”

“This was a great start to 2013 for SPP” said Scott Moore, 
SPP National Director. “BG(R) Ramirez, GySgt Parker and 
the entire Corps of Cadets have made this a “must attend” 
match, and we’re looking forward to returning every year.”

This regional match is the first of several scheduled for 
SPP in 2013 and serves as the warm-up match for the SPP 
Colligate Championships hosted by the United States Army 
Marksmanship Unit (USAMU), at Fort Benning on March 
16th.

SPP is organized based on age: Junior Division (ages 12-
16), Senior Division (ages 17-20) and Collegiate Division 
(no age limit, must be full-time student). SPP is based on 
production centerfire handguns firing at steel-plate targets 
and offers an introduction to a lifetime sport that family 
members can enjoy together. 

For additional information on the new SPP program or to 
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Texas A&M Aggie Corps of 
Cadets carry the day at the 1st 

Annual Winter Regionals 

register your team, contact Director Scott Moore via e-mail 
at jsmoore357@yahoo.com.

The Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation (SSSF) is 
responsible for all aspects of the Scholastic Clay Target 
Program (SCTP) and Scholastic Pistol Program (SPP) across 
the United States, including participant registration, coaches, 
state coordinators, state and national championships, 
promotion, communications, websites, public relations, 
and growth strategies. The Scholastic Shooting Sports 
Foundation exists to raise funding and other resources for 
youth development programs in the shooting sports industry.

SCTP and SPP are youth development programs, originally 
developed by the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), where adult coaches and volunteers model 
sportsmanship, responsibility, honesty, ethics, integrity, and 
teamwork while using shooting sports programs to teach 
these and other positive life skills to the athletes.

To learn more about SCTP or SPP, call (586) 739-SCTP 
(7287) or visit their website at www.shootsctp.org.
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In part 1, Junior Shooters Volume 13 Winter 2012, the 
story of James on his quest for the first of the four North 
American sheep that make up the North American Grand 
Slam was told. After spotting a really nice Dall ram, we were 
pinned down for nine hours in the rain in order to get a shot 
at him.  James, at nine years old, was solid as a rock and 
made a terrific shot to get his ram 
at 184 yards.  We were all thrilled 
with the adventure and on the spot 
made a decision to pursue another 
ram next year. The pact was made, 
and in 2011 James, at 10 years old, 
was going to continue his quest for 
the Grand Slam.  

Another element of this 
adventure was that I had booked 
a month-long African Safari with 
Jeff Rann for the same year so 
James got back from Africa a 
very seasoned and mature hunter 
for his 10 years of age.  We flew 
from Boise, Idaho, to meet Lance 
at Whitehorse in the Yukon.  
Lance drove from Anchorage to 
Whitehorse to meet our plane and 
spend the night.  The next morning 
we drove for eight hours to Leif’s 
Hunting Lodge at Toad River.  The 
drive is beautiful and we saw game 
all along the way: grizzly bear, 
black bear, herds of bison, deer, elk, 
caribou and stone sheep as well as 
the beautiful scenery entertained 
us for the full eight hours.

Leif and Kellie have a spectacular 
lodge at Toad River.  The lodge, 
view, and accommodations are all 
over the top.  Never have I enjoyed such a start to a hunting 
adventure.  

The designated guide for our stone sheep Hunt was Derrick 
Stevens and his border collie, Mattie, along with Danny 
Wiebe.  Derrick and Danny had been in the back country 
setting up our camp and scouting for Stone Sheep for several 
days when we arrived at Toad River.  

In our discussions about the hunt at SCI, I had asked Leif 
and Derrick to setup a saddle that would be safe and effective 
for James.  James is still a little tyke for a 10-year-old; 4 foot 
5 and 65 pounds.  Leif followed through and purchased a 
junior saddle just right for James.  Derrick spent considerable 
time and effort to create a set of hooded stirrups.  This was 
in response to my request in order to prevent James from 
hanging up in his stirrups.  The ride into the back country is 

By: Jim DeBlasio

Part Two - Stone Sheep
The Quest Continues . . .

somewhat challenging, and the saddle setup for James was 
up to the task to offer the safety I felt necessary.  As far as 
James was concerned, it was just a ride in the park and was 
way too short a ride.

The day before we rode in to hunt, we shot James’ rifle to 
check it out.  Leif has an excellent 100-yard range setup with 

a Caldwell lead sled to sight in 
your rifle.  James was shooting 
a .260 Remington with a 140-
gr. bullet.  I shot one time on 
the lead sled.  The bullet was 
within ¼-inch of the proper 
location.  Then James shot one 
time sitting down off 20-inch 
sticks.  The bullet was within 
7/8-inch of the proper location.  
Lance and Leif both rolled their 
eyes and said, “Well, James 
can shoot.”  We spent the rest 
of day gearing up for the horse 
ride to the area we would hunt.  

The ride was through a really 
scenic rain forest with lots of 
brush, running streams, feeder 
creeks, towering peaks, and 
a steep trail through forest, 
meadows and rocks.  We 
arrived late that evening to 
view caribou and stone sheep 
from our camp.  The camp was 
set up great and had a rain tarp 
for the cooking area.  The tarp 
was very much appreciated 
since we definitely were going 
to endure our share of weather.  
James and I promptly set up 
our gear in a dome tent, got 

some chow, and hit the sack.  
In two days, August 1, was the day hunting season opened.  

The intention was to scout for sheep that day.  It stormed 
pretty heavy that night and was threatening to rain during 
the day.  I figured we may have 10 to 15 days of rain and 
hiking ahead of us and elected to stay in camp that day with 
James.  Lance had hunted this same area with Derrick a few 
years before, and I knew Lance would want to get out and 
cover lots of country.  So, Lance, Derrick and Danny got an 
early start on a fast track reconnaissance trip.

They all returned before dark that evening with good news.  
They had spotted maybe 30 rams that day and gotten a really 
good look at two rams they considered shooters.  Both the 
mature rams were ten years old or better and of the quality 
we were looking for.  One ram was a very nice dark black 
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ram, a ram for James.  The rams were located in a tough 
spot on the face of a very steep   mountain, with maybe a 
200-yard shot possible.  The rams were feeding at the edge 
of a vertical rock drop off of about 600 feet.   This situation 
would require a very well-placed shot.

The next day, August 1, 2011, was opening day of stone 
sheep season.  Early rise, some hot food, and off we went 
at 5:00 a.m.  We were geared for rain, with some light 
sprinkles, a stiff breeze, and dark clouds in the sky.  We had 
a two-hour ride in heavy brush, a very beautiful stream, lots 
of rocks, running creeks, and majestic mountains.  This was 
definitely stone sheep country.  At 7:00 a.m. we arrived at 
an open basin that had a clear view of clean, shear mountain 
above the tree line, maybe two miles from us.  This was the 
location where they spotted the sheep the day before.  The 
two rams with two young rams had been feeding on top of 
the mountain the prior evening. 

It was cold, threatening rain, and sporting a 15-20 mph 
wind.  The wind on top of that mountain must have been 
really blowing.  It was just a normal sheep hunting day, and 
we were having fun.  No sheep in sight -- way too much wind 
on top of that mountain for sheep to be out feeding.  Three 
hours later, we are huddled up. No serious rain yet and the 
wind had settled down but we are still trying to stay warm.  
Then Danny: “Four sheep are coming over the ridge on the 
mountain top.”   Derrick: “That’s them.”  Lance:  “Yes, Sir, 
our guy is back.”  Very quickly a big mood swing happens. 
The stone sheep are within striking range.  There is lots of 
excitement in the air, followed by a quick game plan to get 
to the ram.

So, off we went on horseback for an hour or so, followed 
by a serious hour-and-a-half-hike to get above the sheep.  
When we got into position, the two big sheep were not 
in sight, but the two small rams were 250 yards below us 
feeding.  A half-hour later the two big rams fed out of the 
rocks where they had been bedded down.   James was set 
up on shooting sticks with a really good view of the rams.  
The spot we were in did not have the cliff below, but the 
sheep were right next to serious cover, and there was a good 
chance that you would only get one shot and never see them 
again.  Not good country to track a wounded sheep.  This 
situation required a one-shot-kill.  We watched the sheep for 
maybe 30 minutes hoping they would feed up the hill a little 
closer to us.  The sheep stayed at 240 yards and kept walking 
in circles around each other.  The shooter was not getting 
any closer and would not present himself for a clear shot.  

During the entire time James had his crosshairs on the ram. 
Lance kept asking James: “Which ram are you on?” “What is 
the ram doing?”  Lance asked James these questions maybe 
20 times, and James kept providing the correct response. 
Then the two small rams bedded down in the tall brush.  The 
two big rams started to move in the direction of the rocks 
and most likely intended to bed down out of sight.  Lance 
waited to get the rams apart, and with a less-than-optimum 
presentation at 240 yards, Lance said: “James, Take Him.” 
Three seconds later, “BANG.”  The Ram bolted, ran 50 
yards, and dropped dead.  As soon as the cheering stopped, 
Lance turned to me and said “James has ice water in his 
Veins.  James is the coolest shooter under pressure I could 
hope for.”  

The mountain was seriously steep, and it took us 20 minutes 
to get to the ram.  James made an absolutely perfect shot.  A 
beautiful black stone sheep. There was lots of celebrating, 
dancing, cheering, and high fives.  We took an hour to take 
pictures, an hour to skin the sheep, and then an hour-and-a 

-half to pack the ram to the horses.  We got back to camp at 
11:00, ate something cold, and sacked out.  

By the way, James spotted a porcupine on the trail about 
20 minutes from camp.  “daddy, can we hunt the porcupine?”  
“No, James, it is late and I am tired”.  What a guy.

The next day we packed up and headed for the lodge 
at Toad River.  We got in at about 8:00 that evening and 
celebrated with Leif and crew. 

The ram scored 155 1/8 SCI and was 10 to 12 years old.  
Lance was confident of 10 years old, but Leif judged him 
to be either 11 or maybe 12 years old.  We will wait for the 
biologist to make the call.  Well, James is proud and made 
some wonderful friends on this adventure.  Of course, I am 
proud of James, not only for his fine shooting and hunting 
skills, but also for the way he interacts with all the people we 
participate with on these hunting trips and thoughtfulness he 
shows to everyone involved.  James is special, and I am very 
lucky to get to have these adventures with him. 

Contacts:
Freelance Outdoor Adventures
Lance Kronberger
Alaska
FreeLanceOA@Mac.Com
www.FreeLanceOutDoorAdventures.Com
Stone Mountain Safaris     BC   Canada 
Hunts@StoneMountainSafaris.Com

Crew
Leif Olsen     Owner
Derrick Stevens     Guide
Danny Wiebe     Packer Guide
Border Collie – Mattie   Derrick’s Dog
Lance Kronberger     Freelance Outdoor Adventures 
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By: 
Steve Cooper 
CMP Writer 

CAMP PERRY, OHIO - The Civilian Marksmanship 
Program is taking applications for its $1,000 annual college 
scholarship program, available to all graduating high school 
seniors who participate in rifle or pistol marksmanship 
competitions. 

Last year the CMP awarded 59 scholarships to non-
JROTC students. It was the first year of the CMP’s expanded 
scholarship outreach program.

In years past, CMP scholarship awards were available 
only to those in or accepted into an ROTC program or to 
graduating JROTC cadets who had qualified to compete at 
the JROTC Service Championships. The CMP Scholarship 
Program no longer requires a relationship with an ROTC 
program. There are no changes in the program which affect 
graduating JROTC Service Championship qualifiers. 

The scholarship program provides a non-renewable, 
one-year scholarship for graduating seniors only – and is 
available to all graduating seniors who participate in rifle 
or pistol marksmanship competitions. One half of the total 
allocation is set aside specifically for graduating JROTC 
seniors who qualified to compete at the CMP JROTC Service 
Championships. 

“We are truly excited that the CMP Board of Directors has 
extended our scholarship opportunities to the many qualified 
graduating seniors who participate in marksmanship 
competitions outside of JROTC programs,” said Christie 
Sewell, CMP North General Manager. 

“The CMP has extended this scholarship offer to the 
many deserving college-bound high school senior rifle or 
pistol competitors who have helped our programs thrive. Of 
course, our support of the JROTC Cadet Commands remains 
unwavering,” Sewell said. 

The CMP offers up to 150 $1,000 scholarships to qualified 

graduating seniors active in marksmanship programs. In 
the 2012-13 school year, CMP awarded 138 scholarships, 
totaling $150,000. CMP has awarded approximately $1 
million in scholarships since 2005.

Members of high school shooting programs, 4-H shooting 
programs, American Legion, Boy Scouts, CMP-affiliated 
club competitors and others are invited to apply for college 
scholarship assistance in addition to JROTC. 

Eligibility requirements for CMP scholarships: 
• Be a U.S. citizen. 
• Be of good moral character. 
• Have achieved a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point 

average. 
• Be a graduating high school senior. 
• Demonstrate acceptance to a university, college or trade 

school leading to a diploma or trade certification. 
• Qualified for CMP JROTC Service Championships 

  OR 
• Demonstrate rifle or pistol marksmanship competition 

experience. 
To obtain specific scholarship program regulations and 

application forms for all other scholarship applicants, log on 
to www.thecmp.org/Competitions/Scholarships.htm. 

Application forms are available in PDF format and may 
be printed for completion and submission.  The deadline to 
apply for the CMP scholarship program is March 5, 2013.

Camp Perry Training Site, Bldg. 3
P.O. Box 576, Port Clinton, OH 43452

Tel:  (419) 635-2141
Web site:  www.TheCMP.org 

On-Line Newsletter:  www.odcmp.org 

CMP Board Member Marsha Beasley presents a $1,000 CMP Scholarship Award to Devin Smith. 
Devin participated in the 2012 National Rimfire Sporter Match at Camp Perry.

Scholarships from the
Civiliam Markmanship Program
CMP Offers $1,000 Scholarships to Qualified High 

School Students Participating in Marksmanship




